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Science”
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and Philosophy Workshop, University of San Francisco.

2017. “Reading Emergence Experimentally: Pregnancy as a Case Study.” The Midwest
Society for Women in Philosophy (Midwest SWIP) Conference, Cleveland State
University.
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2021, Copyeditor (Research Assistant), Mental Action and the Conscious Mind, edited by
Michael Brent & Lisa Miracchi Titus, Routledge (2023)
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2024-present, Co-organizer, Minorities in Philosophy (MAP) Annual Conference, Penn
Chapter
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Study, San Francisco State University

INTERVIEW
2023. “Not One, Nor Two: The Philosophy of Pregnancy,” Penn Today, by Erica Moser.



https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190622879.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190622879-e-2
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/fap
https://udayton.edu/artssciences/academics/philosophy/opportunities/baker-philosophy-colloquium.php
https://philpapers.org/browse/pregnancy
https://philpapers.org/browse/birth
https://philpapers.org/
https://agoffz.wixsite.com/phil-in-the-wild
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/sas-philosophy-pregnancy

REFERENCES
Note: Direct email addresses are available upon request.

Karen Detlefsen Quayshawn Spencer

Professor of Philosophy and Education Associate Professor of Philosophy
University of Pennsylvania University of Pennsylvania
send.Detlefsen.733BC76FE5@interfoliod send.Spencer.8156409E6E®@interfoliodos
ossier.com sier.com

Michael Weisberg Myrna Gabbe (external)

Distinguished Professor of Philosophy Professor of Philosophy

University of Pennsylvania University of Dayton
send.Weisberg.72A612DCF3@interfoliod send.Gabbe.0603CF3BF3@interfoliodossi
ossier.com er.com

Carlos Gray Santana Kok-Chor Tan (teaching)

Associate Professor of Philosophy Professor of Philosophy

University of Pennsylvania University of Pennsylvania
send.Santana.A1D744369C®@interfoliodos send.Tan.06CFA8BBF4@interfoliodossier.
sier.com com

BRIEF DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

[s there one individual in a pregnancy or are there multiple? While on the one hand
embryos or fetuses are often taken to be individuals, understood roughly as substances, on
the other, physiological boundaries are often taken to demarcate individuals. This presents
a conundrum, given the shared physiological connection—in the form of the placenta—
between the maternal and fetal entities. Early modern conceptions of individuality, many of
which are still in use today, don’t settle the matter. Physical, dispositional, substantial, and
functional accounts of individuality, such as occur in Descartes’s work, do not resolve the
question of individuality in pregnancy. But we may employ a non-circular method of
reflective equilibrium to establish a pragmatic understanding of individuality that works
for pregnancy and beyond. Such a method depends upon specifying a target system as a
hypothetical individual, and testing whether the selection of this target yields meaningful
experimental results. An application of this method suggests that individuality in
pregnancy may be understood as a “causal thicket,” one which occurs between the levels of
the organism and the population. Such a result is vindicated by successful biomedical
interventions into health issues related to pregnancy, such as treatments for gestational
diabetes. It is important for both methodological reasons and for feminist reasons of ontic
representation to include pregnant individuals in our scientific ontologies.
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